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INTRODUCTION

The primary objectives of the Water Conservation Plan for Rural Water District No. 2,
Sedgwick County (Sedgwick RWD 2) are to develop long-term water conservation plans
(Long-Term Water Use Efficiency Section)and short-term water emergency plans (Drought
Response Section)to assure the District customers of an adequate water supply to meet their
needs. The efficientuse of wateralso has the beneficial effect of limiting or postponing water
distribution system expansion andthuslimiting or postponingtheresultantincreasesin costs,
in addition to conserving the limited water resources of the State of Kansas.

Sedgwick RWD 2 has undertaken a number of steps to ensure a dependable water supply
for its customers during the past 51 years. The water supply for the District is obtained from
the City of Valley Center. A booster pump station delivers water into the system thatis stored
in a 150,000-gallon elevated storage tank. In 2024, the District applied for funding to install a
6-inch pipeline with a length of 5 miles. This is being done to improve water pressure and to
serve more customers in the northeast part of the District. The District has a stable water
supply and the distribution and water storage system have ample capacity to meet current
customer demands and future projected demands for several years, except possibly during
extreme droughtperiods. Sedgwick RWD 2 believes that this latest version of the Municipal
Water Conservation Plan represents a significant continuing effortto ensure its customers of
a dependable water supply in future years.

LONG-TERM WATER USE EFFICIENCY
Water Use Conservation Goals

Sedgwick Co. RWD No. 2 used 69 gallons per person per day (GPCD)in 2017. This
GPCD figure included:

o Water sold to residential/commercial customers
o Water distributed for free services (i.e., parks, cemeteries, swimming pools, etc.)
» Water lost by leaks in the water distribution system

However, the GPCD figure does notinclude municipally supplied water forindustries that use
over 200,000 gallons per year. According to the publication Municipal Water Use in Kansas,
2017, the District is located in Region7M. From this publication it was determined that the
District GPCD water use was 69, which was 25 percent below the regional average of 92
GPCD among public water suppliers in Region 7M during 2017. The District desires to seta
water use conservation goal for usage not to exceed 80 GPCD based on their significantly
lower-than average of 76 GPCD for the five year period of 2013 to 2017. The District
anticipates not exceeding this goal by carrying out the specific actions thatare outlined in this
plan.

3|Page



Water Conservation Practices

This subsection of the plan summarizes the current education, management and regulation
efforts thatrelate to the long-term conservation of waterin the District. Specific practices that
will be undertaken to conserve water are listed and a target date to begin each practice is
also shown.

Education

The District water bills show the total gallons of water used during the billing period and the
amountof the bill. Water conservation tips are not normally provided with the water bills. The
District has not provided information on water conservation to the local news media on a
regular basis and has not encouraged the Board of Education and teachers to become
involved in water conservation presentations in schools.

The District has chosen the following conservation practices and target dates for the
Education Component of the Long-Term Water Use Efficiency Section of the Water
Conservation Plan.

Education Conservation Practices to be Taken Target Date

1. Water bills will show the amount of water used in gallons and the
cost of the water.

2. The Water .Conservatlon !:’Ian will be posted to the Dl.StrICt web December, 2024.
site at https://www.sedgwickrwd2.com/water-conservation.

3. The Kansas map of the U.S. Drought Monitor will be added to the
web site and the latest weekly map will be displayed in the office December, 2024.
when drought conditions exist in Sedgwick County.

4. Customers will be encouraged to participate in the Community
Collaborative Rainfall, Hail and Snow Network with informationon December, 2024.
the web site and with a poster displayed in the office.

Implemented.

Management

Sedgwick RWD 2 has water meters on all the water supply connections to the distribution
system. Any new supply will have an individual meter installed to measure water the water
purchased. This meter for the Valley Center connection is read monthly by the supplier.

Water meters were installed for all customers when the water system was constructed. Water
(metered) is provided free of charge to Park Cemetery in Sunnydale Township. Customer
meters are scheduled for an accuracy check and possible repair or replacement upon
receiving a request to do so from the customer.

Since 2013, Sedgwick RWD 2 has used remote-read customer water meters. These meters

are read on or nearthe 15 of the month. The District mails a water bill to each customer on
or near the 30th of the month, with payment due by the following 15,
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Water leaks from the District public water distribution system are repaired when customers
report significantleaks from the water mainsor leaks are located by District Personnel. Water
pressure is not checked unless customers complain that their water pressure is too low.

The latest water rate structure for the District became effective on November 7, 2023. The
Minimummonthly Base charge was set at $25.00 for original benefitunitsand $41.00 fornon-
original benefitunits. The commercial base rate is $20.54. The 2025 unitcharge is $17.06
per 1,000 gallons for (Tier 1) customers and $25.30 per 1,000 gallons for (Tier 2) customers.

Sedgwick RWD 2 realizes that great emphasis must remain in place on obtaining accurate
measurement of water use at the wholesale connection and at customer meters and that the
water userecords system must be maintained to effectively and efficiently manage the District
public water supply system. For that reason, Sedgwick RWD 2 has chosen the following
conservation practices and target dates for the Management component of the Long-Term
Water Use Efficiency Section of the Water Conservation Plan.

Management Conservation Practices to be Taken Target Date
1. All wholesale water connections will have meters installed and the
meters will be repaired or replaced within two weeks when Implemented.

malfunctions occur.
2. Meters for wholesale water connections will be tested for
accuracy at least once every three years. Each meter will be

repaired or replaced if its test measurements are not within ImpienmeRiee.
industry standards (such as AWWA standards).

3. Meters will be installed at all service connections Implemented.
All wholesale supply meters will be read at least monthly and
meters at individual service connections will be read at least Implemented.
monthly.

5. Areading will be taken at each wholesale water meter at the same

Implemented.

time that meters for individual service connections are read.

6. The water utility will implement a water management review,
which will result in a specified change in water management
practices or implementation of a leak detection and repair
program or plan, whenever the amount of unaccounted for water Implemented.
(UFW) (amount of unmetered water provided free for public
service, used for treatment purposes, water loss, etc.) exceeds
20 percent of the total source water for a four-month time period.

Water sales will be based on the amount of water used. Implemented.

A water rate structure designed to curb excessive use of water

will be evaluated. Implemented.
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Requlation

RESTRICTIONS ON WATERING BY SPRAY IRRIGATION: When no broader restrictions
are in effect due to a drought emergency response, it shall nevertheless be a violation of
RWD2 Rules and Regulations for any customer to engage in or to permit another person to
engage in watering by spray irrigation at such customer’s customer premises:

(a) Between the hours of 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM on any day;
(b) On a Sunday;

(c) If the last numerical character in the address of the customer’s metered customer
premises is an odd number, on a Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday; and

(d) If the last numerical character in the address of the customer’s metered customer
premises is an even number, on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday.

VARIANCES: The Manager is hereby authorized to follow established criteria for granting
variances from the restrictions in this regulation in cases where special circumstances
attendant upon isolated and infrequent activity (such as seeding or sodding) may
reasonably necessitate a limited period of daily watering by spray irrigation, and is further
directed to establish an online application system by which customers can request such
variances. Provided, however, no such variances may be granted when drought emergency
restrictions are in effect.

VIOLATIONS: Violations will be managed in accordance with RWD2 By-Laws Atrticle 6,
Section 7 and RWD2 Rules and Regulations, General Rules.

Year-round lawn watering schedules are in place for Rural Water District 2 effective
following adoption, November 4, 2025.

Sedgwick County has a residential building code and a plumbing code that require the use of
efficient water fixtures in new construction and remodeling projects. These codes also
authorize and encourage the use of (extra) high efficiency water fixturesin these applications.
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DROUGHT RESPONSE

Rural Water District No. 2, Sedgwick County addresses its short-term water shortage
problems through a series of stages based on conditions of supply and demand with
accompanying triggers, goals and actions. Each stage is more stringentin water use than
the previous stage since water supply conditions are more deteriorated. The Board of
Directors of the District, or if authorized by the Board, the District Manager shall implement
the appropriate conservation measures.

Stage 1: Water Watch

Goals

The goals of this stage are to heighten awareness of the public on water conditions and to
maintain the integrity of the water supply system.

Triggers

This stage is triggered by any one of the following conditions:

1. The District’s storage has fallen below 85 percent capacity, and will not recover.
2. Demand for one day is in excess of 309,000 gallons per day.
3. The provider of purchased water has issued a Stage 1 Water Watch.

Education Actions

1. The District will make occasional news releases to the local media describing present
conditions and indicating the water supply outlook for the upcoming season.

2. Previous months summaries of precipitation, temperature, water levels and storage will
be made public at the beginning of each month.

3. Water-saving tips will be included in billings to water utility customers.

Management Actions

1. Leaks will be repaired within 48 hours of detection.
2. The District will monitor its use of water and will curtail activities such as hydrantflushing.

Regulation Actions

The public will be asked to curtail some outdoor water use and to make efficient use of indoor
water, i.e. wash full loads, take short showers, do not let faucets run, etc.
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PLAN REVISION, MONITORING & EVALUATION

Rural Water District No. 2, Sedgwick County will establish a management practice of
reviewing monthly totals for water production, residential/commercial sales, water provided
free-of-charge, and “unaccounted for water”. Problems noted during the monthly review will
be solved as soon as possible.

Sedgwick RWD 2’s Municipal Water Conservation Plan will be reviewed during the month of
April each year and on a more frequent basis during drought or other water shortage
conditions. Ifthe water conservation GPCD goals for the previous year are not met, then the
District will review the data collected from the previous year in relationship to the status and
effectiveness of the conservation practices that are outlined in the plan and will provide a
status report to the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources, which
will also include any additional water conservation practices that may need to be taken in
order for the District to achieve and maintain its water use conservation GPCD goals.
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